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cure for Syphilis.) The enforcement of this invidi-11
ous act was given to the Metropolitan Police who lD 
had taken over the policing of the Royal Dockyards -

and certain Barrack areas since 1860. What was effec
tively set up was a 'Sanitary Police' and the Department 
within the Dockyard Force who administered the provi
sions of the acts was the Water Police or Detective 
department. Officers would be detached to carry out 
this generally unpopular duty in plain clothes. Some 
officers however took the opportunity to indulge in 
various bullying tactics to perform their duties. One 
such bully was Inspector George Godfrey the incum
bent at Aldershot Barracks. The town had been 
'Designated' under the Acts in 1867 and for the purpose 
of the CD Acts, under the control of the Woolwich 
Dockyard Division of the Metropolitan Police. 

"POOR JENNIE" 

By Chris Forester 

THE JENNIE PERCY CASE 

During the 19th century the Victorian military machine 
was exclusively male with many Soldiers and ordinary 

seamen spending many years in the service of their 
country. The rank & file were not allowed the luxury of 
matrimony until they were older and this led to obvious 
problems within the services. With a largely bachelor 
Army and Navy the military, whilst not actually con

doning the use of prostitutes would generally tolerate its 
officers and men resorting to this outlet provided that it 
was not too public. Sex with no commitment was toler-

ated in the forces and in society generally for many 
years. The premise being that for men this was a natu

ral function. What were known as vicious habits or 
homosexuality were rife in some quarters particularly 

when_ men were at sea or posted to remote areas for long
penods. When returning on leave much leeway was 
given to these men however their behaviour on many 

occasions went beyond the bounds of respectability and 
civil conduct. With this random fraternization with 
'Gay Parties' or loose women it was no surprise that 

venereal disease would be rife. Kipling's poem 
'Tommy' reminds us of when the military were viewed 

in less than friendly terms: 
'Oh Its Tommy this and Tommy that and chuck im out 

the brute 

but it's the thin red line of 'Eroes' when the guns 

begin ter shoot' 
In 1862 the government was presented with figures that 
shocked them by the amount of venereal disease affect
ing the Navy and Army. Later and more accurate fig
ures for 1864 stated that one third of all sickness in the 
army was due to venereal disease and hospital admis
sions for Gonorrhea and Syphilis amounted to 291 per 
1000 men. Losses to the navy were somewhat less and 
averaged 9.9 men per 1000 or 586 per day and one 
naval pundit commented that this figure equated to the 
complement of a battleship the size of the 'Royal Oak'. 
The need to protect 'Our Boys in service' became ur
gent. After much debate it was decided in various 
p�rliamentary committees that whilst Prostitutes pro
vided an outlet for heterosexual activity it was neces
sary to protect army health without actually discourag
ing prostitution. The answer was to inspect the women. 
This was a little hypocritical as a previous attempt to 
protect army health by inspecting the soldiers for symp
toms of VD was abandoned as it was thought to be 
demoralizing to the men. The result was the introduc
tion of the Contagious Diseases Act of 1864. This 
provided for the examination of women 'thought' to be 
prostitutes by a specially appointed medical officer, 
usually a military doctor at a Lock Hospital. If she was 
found to be diseased she could be detained in that hospi
tal until the symptoms subsided. (There was no actual 

A relatively young but rapidly growing military area, 
Aldershot was becoming a busy, rumbustuous town for 
the local soldiers to spend their recreational hours in. 
The town had many public houses that doubled as mu
sic halls, the Red White & Blue, The Queens Hotel Tap 
and the Pavilion to name but three. That there were 
loose women was apparent as census records for the 
Military Lock Hospital in Farnham Road testify. In 
1881 there were some 38 women incarcerated there 
aged from 16 to 39. One woman had her 2 year old 
daughter with her. These figures had gone down to 14 
women in 189 1 after the repeal of the Acts. An interest
ing note was that one of the Contagious Disease Acts 
Officers, Constable John Macleod who was posted there 
as the gatekeeper in 1865 was still working there in his 
retirement in 1891 with his wife and daughter. Inspec
tor George Godfrey had been posted to Aldershot to 
administer the provisions of the Acts within the bounda
ries of the town and up to 5 miles around. In March 
1875 a young widow and music hall singer named Jane 
Percy or Jennie as she was professionally known came 
to his notice. Jennie Percy was the widow of Henry 
Percy who was noted on the 1871 census as a 
'Theatrical performer'. Some 18 years older than 
Jennie he being 47 and her 29 he died in 1874 leavino 
Jennie, her daughter, also Jennie aged 16 and two son� 
Harry, 5 and Douglas 3 to fend for themselves. As a 
widow in the 1870s she would have had to have been 
tough to survive. She continued as a music hall sinoer 
and achieved some distinction as a local celebrity, e:en 
more so when she introduced her pretty 16 year old 
daughter to the stage, also as a singer. 
How she came to Godfrey's notice is not known, proba

bly through gossip is the guess. The Water Police 
needed no more evidence than an overheard chance 

remark to target a female. Their enquiries later revealed 
that Jennie was frequently seen in the company of sol
diers; somewhat obvious one would think in a military 
town and in fact rather difficult to avoid them. Once 
Godfrey had enough 'evidence' through enquiries and 

"11 th surve1 ance, on the 11 March 1875 he went to Mrs 






	Blank Page



