
  

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33 Downsview Road, Seaford, BN25 4PU  
22° January 2009  

Dear  Chris 
Regarding the photograph on the top right of page 7 of PHS Journal 23, I think I can help.  

This photo is in fact a small part of the far left of a group photograph taken of Hastings Borough Police in 
1928. An original copy of this photograph that formerly hung in Hastings Police Station is now displayed 

at the Old Police Cells Museum at Brighton Town Hall.  I have photographs of the whole thing as they 
have been taken for museum cataloguing and record purposes.  

If you have an e-mail address I should be happy to mail them to you in case you want to publish the full 
picture in a future edition of the PHS Journal or Newsletter. I should warn you however that the original is 
in a frame almost 3 feet wide, so fitting it all in to the width of an A4 page might cause some loss of detail!  
As far as the picture on page 7 is concerned I can tell you that it shows one of two BSA 7.86hp combina-
tion motorcycles newly purchased in August of 1928 to “be used for the purposes of traffic patrol, trans-

porting officers to the scenes of crime, etc, and for carrying dispatches”.  
All of the uniformed officers are wearing a straw helmet that was introduced for summer wear but was, in 

practice, largely disliked. The straw was uncovered and after a shower of rain the helmet lost its shape. 
These helmets were, according to one contemporary account, the subject of much amusement amongst the 

local people. The officer standing behind the motorcycle is a sergeant. Hastings Borough used a large 
wreath type helmet plate at this time. That issued to constables was black with a large Borough coat of 

arms centre, and those issued to sergeants were of white metal overall. If you would like a picture of the 
white metal helmet plate, please let me know and I will send you one. A surviving example of the Hastings 

straw helmet is in the Old Police Cells Museum collection.  
The mounted officer shown in the picture on page 7 is the only mounted officer in the whole picture, 

though there are at least 3 un-mounted constables pictured wearing long riding boots. The first full time 
mounted officer in Hastings seems to have been deployed in late summer 1893 following complaints made 
to the Watch Committee “about the unruly behaviour of certain day excursionists”. A photograph of 1921 
(taken, I think on the occasion of the annual Force inspection) shows five mounted constables. But I think 
that only one of these horses was actually used regularly by the force, the others being hired as necessary 
from local riding schools, and used for civic processions and VIP visits. This would account for the con-
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Could you write an article, the 
PHS Journal is always looking for 

contributions. 

cient to repair the roads and so local authorities were 
obliged to take over the responsibility. By 1888 the 

county council had taken over roadway maintenance 
in Godalming with the consequent closure of the three 

toll gates in the town. 
================== 

The Family 
� Charles and his first wife, Catherine had seven 

sons and two daughters. 
� Henry (b.1832), a cabinet maker, moved to Clerk-
enwell in London, and married Jane Cox. There were 

two sons and four daughters. 
� Elizabeth Jane (b.1834) married a Mr Gwynn. She 
moved to Portsea in Portsmouth and was enumerated 

in 1891 as “living on own means”. 
� Robert (b.1836) was a bricklayer and later a glazier 
and painter. He married Elizabeth Charlotte Farr and 
lived at Milford and Witley; there were four daughters 

and five sons. 
� James (b.1837), also a bricklayer, of Hurtmore, 

Godalming. He married Louisa Stedman; there was a 
son and a daughter. 

� Charles Francis (b.1840), a signalman of the 
London and South-Western Railway, moved to Lam-

beth and is believed to have been 
unmarried. 

� Frederick Holt (1844-1893), a stone dresser, then 
grocer’s porter and baker of Godalming, was for many 
years a member of the local fire brigade. He married 

Amy who died after 1871; there was a son 
and a daughter. Frederick then married Anne. 

� Thomas (b.1846), a stationary engine driver or 
stoker of Godalming, moved to Nottingham. He mar-
ried Emily Christmas in St Pancras; there were two 

daughters and one son. 
� John (b.1848) who died in infancy. 

� Rose Kate (1851-1899), a spinster who lived in 
Chelsea.  There was one son of the marriage be-

tween Charles and his second 
wife, Mary. 

� George (b.1863) worked as a shoemaker before 
joining the Royal Navy. 

 
============================== 
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                               The Peelers - A New Range of   
                                   Half-Hose from Allen Solly 
In the year 1829, Sir 
Robert Peel piloted his 
Police Act through the 
House of Commons and 

in the town of Guildford, 
Surrey, Mr Charles Mandeville 
had the distinction of becoming 
“No. 1 Peeler* as can be ob-
served from his collar. 
 

 
From that time forward the family of Mande-
ville has been closely associated with Allen 
Solly, for the son of No, 1 Peeler spent fifty-six 
years of his life in the service of the firm. Of three grand-children 
of Charles Mandeville, one is still with us after forty-six years of 
service—one spent thirty-nine years with us and a grand-
daughter thirty years with us. 
 
Few families can boast such a remarkable record of service to one 
firm, and it is this that the reputation of Allen Solly has been 
founded.  In these times such a reputation is more than ever 
valued, we think it appropriate to call our special range of col-
ours and designs in Half-Hose, “The Peelers”. 
 
                               PEELER grey                         
 
         PEELER blue                      PEELER brown                                             
 
        PEELER smoke           PEELER slate                            
 
                               PEELER red 
 
================================ 
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is resolved that policeman Mande-
ville be reduced to 8/- a week from 
Friday next”. In December of that 
year and in the following January 

“it is ordered that the wages of 8/- a 
week be continued until a further 
consideration of the subject”. No 
reason is given for this reduction 
but family memories suggest that 
Charles suffered an injury during 

the course of his duties and 
was obliged to retire from the Force 

at the age of 44. The reduced 
payment was probably a form of 
sick pay - or it might have been a 

disability pension. 
 

The ‘No 1 Peeler’ Campaign 
In the 1870s, Thomas Mandeville, 

one of the sons of Charles and 
Catherine, went to Nottingham to 
work for Allen Solly & Co., makers 
of hosiery products. He was em-
ployed as an “engine tender in 

factory” and spent 56 years in the 
job. Thomas and his wife, Emily, 

moved to Arnold, near Nottingham 
sometime between 1881 and 1891. 
Three of their children took up jobs 
at the factory as hosiery workers 
and remained with Allen Solly for 

many years.  In the 1920s the 
company instituted a publicity 

campaign to promote a new range 
of half-hose (socks and stockings) 
called ‘The Peelers’. The advertis-
ing strongly featured the portrait of 

Charles Mandeville as “No. 1 
Peeler”, and focussed on the long 
service of Thomas and his family. 
A representation of one the public-
ity leaflets is shown on page 11.   

(Allen Solly is 
now owned by an Indian firm,)   

As mentioned earlier, it is unclear 
how the portrait of Charles came to 
be painted but it is possible that it 
was produced from the original 
drawing (on the title page) in 

the1920s by or for Allen Solly for 
their advertising campaign. 

 
The Toll-Gate Keeper 

Following his police service, 
Charles returned in 1849 to his 

trade as plasterer for some years 
and was then appointed collector 
of tolls on the Portsmouth road in 

Godalming on what used to be 
known as Anchor Hill; it is now 
Ockford Road on the A3100. 

The toll house and toll-gate cottages on 
Ockford Road in Godalming (1994). 

Courtesy of Rita Stevens 

 
Built in 1856, the two-storey prop-
erty was one of three toll houses in 

the town. The cottage next door 

was occupied for many years by 
members of the Mandeville family 
including Charles’ grand-daughter, 
Mrs Kate Emma Overington who 

died in 1947. The toll house is now 
a residence enlarged by the addi-

tion of a bedroom.  Toll gates came 
into being when turnpike legislation 
was enacted in the late 18th cen-
tury as a supposed remedy for the 
deplorable state of English roads. 
The tolls were to be used to main-
tain the roads, but, although there 
was a general improvement in the 

condition of roads by the end of the 
18th century, many of the Turnpike 
Trusts were more intent upon profit 
than upkeep.  The toll-gate keeper 
was provided with a small house by 

the gate. The pay at the principal 
gates was usually no more than 5 

shillings for a 24-hour day. The 
keeper's job came with the con-

stant inconvenience of being 
awakened in the middle of the 

night and the danger of robbery 
and assault. Writing in The Esher 

Review, C R S Saunders observes 
“that traffic along the Portsmouth 
Turnpike-road would have been 
considerable. Royalty, ambassa-
dors, nobles, admirals, captains, 
soldiers and sailors, men of every 
degree were at times obliged to 

undertake the journey, the gentry 
in their own coaches, the middle 
class in public conveyances and 
the commoners by stage-wagons 
or on foot, taking probably several 
days to reach their destination”. 

“By the middle of the 18th century 
stage coaches had approached a 
standard of perfection but even at 

that period the outside of the coach 
in mid-winter with darkness and icy 
roads, cold mists and biting winds, 
driving rains and floods afforded 

little comfort. Fellow travellers were 
not always congenial and highway 

robbers and beggars 
helped to make the journey 

far from pleasant. The 
night coaches were loaded 
with sailors going to Ports-
mouth to join their vessels 
and a rare drunken crew they were 
….. and many a free fight occurred 

at toll-gates or when changing 
horses.” 

Apart from the long-distance 
coaches, there were horses and 
riders, chaises, stage wagons, 
ordinary wagons and carts, and 
livestock being driven to market. 
Although by 1859 the opening of 
the London and South Western 

Railway to Portsmouth would have 
provided an alternative method of 
travel leading to a big reduction in 
the number of stage coaches on 
the road.  Typically toll charges 
were 1d for a horse, 10d for a 

score of cattle, 5d for a score of 
sheep or swine, 3s for a coach 
drawn by six horses, 2s or 3s 

for a wagon and 1s or 1s 6d for a 
cart depending on the width of the 
wheels and the number of horses. 

Whilst Charles was collector of 
tolls, it was revealed in The Surrey 

Advertiser of 14th October 1865 
that he appeared to have been 

struck off the Electoral Register. It 
was reported under the heading 

The Borough Revision that “under 
the Parish of St Nicholas …. 

Charles Mandeville [and others] 
objected to by the Liberals, were 
struck off the list.” No reason was 
given.  Charles Mandeville died at 

the toll house in Godalming of 
‘apoplexy’ on 6th August 1868 

aged 63, and is buried in the Night-
ingale Cemetery. After his death 

Mary, his second wife, continued to 
collect tolls until sometime af-
ter1871. She then worked as a 

laundress with her daughter-in-law, 
Anne whilst staying on in the toll 

gate cottages with her son George 
and other members of the family, 

Mary died in 1896 aged 73.   
According to The Surrey Advertiser 

of 11th October 1947, Frederick 
Holt Mandeville was the last toll-
gate keeper on Anchor Hill but 
census records show him as a 

grocery porter and then baker. It 
seems likely that tolls were col-
lected by members of the family 

living in the cottages.  Rapid 
growth of traffic on turnpike roads 
meant that the tolls were insuffi-
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stables in riding uniform appearing in the group photograph without their horses. The last horse used by 
Hastings police was retired in 1942 due to difficulty in obtaining animal feed.  

On a totally different matter, can I ask you if there was ever anything approaching an “accelerated promo-
tion scheme” in the early Metropolitan Police? Some time ago I wrote speculatively to you to see if any 

records in your possession recorded the appointment of a Thomas Hayter Chase as a constable in the  
Metropolitan Police. Chase intrigues me as a chief officer of police in Brighton who was effectively “airbrushed 
from history” in two “official” histories of that force. In essence he became embroiled in a fraud being perpetu-

ated by a lady friend of his mother’s (from the Isle of Wight) that almost erupted into a full scale scandal in 1853, 
so he left under a cloud. In his application for the chief officer post in Brighton in 1844 Chase stated he had 

joined MP as a constable on 8tr March 1839, but within a year had become Superintendent of the Isle of Wight 
police division having, it would seem, been seconded at the request of Hampshire magistrates to establish a police 

force in the then combined areas of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight (an ex-MP colleague was made the chief 
constable). Prior to joining the MP Chase had been a Captain in the artillery of an expeditionary force in the 

Spanish Peninsula, so I think it unlikely that he would have joined the police as a mere constable unless there was 
some expectation of fairly rapid advancement. That said, I might be wrong, and maybe his talents were spotted 

whilst he was a constable?  
If you could proffer any clues from your own knowledge of the early days of the MP I’d be grateful. Incidentally, 
after a few years as Stationmaster at Burgess Hill railway station, Chase successfully applied for the post of Chief 

Constable of Portsmouth in 1859, but he left about a year later after what seems to have been another finance-
related local scandal, and then became a renowned spymaster in Southern England for the Republicans during the 
American Civil War, passing back information on British firms doing business with the so-called “Rebel South”. 

So, all in all he’s quite an intriguing character.  
With all best wishes,  

Derek Oakensen  
 

=================================================================== 
 

WHERE IS THIS? 
 

 
Can anyone identify the location of these three pictures.  
They are postcards published sometime in the 20s to 30s 

I believe that they are possibly Metropolitan Police,  
Here are a few suggestions: 

 Hendon Officers Training School 

 Peel House in Victoria 

 Bramshill College 

 One of the 4 Sports Clubs 
IDEAS OR SOLUTIONS TO THE EDITOR 
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