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A  POLICEMAN  IN THE FAMILY 

LEVI GOODMAN 
 

Date of Appointment.   26th October 1899 
Number                207 
Where born         Rockingham, Northamptonshire 
Date of Birth       31st January 1877 
Height                  5 feet 8.5 inches 
Hair                     Brown          Eyes          Blue         
Complexion        Fresh 
Trade                  Groom           
Single or Married    Single 
Name and Address of Last Employer    Anthony 
Gibbs, Esq., Tyntesfield, Flax Bourton 
 
Thus, Page 753 of the Somerset Constabulary per-
sonnel record for 1899.  Why should I be interested 
in such an entry?  What was my family connection 
with this Police Force, which  came into being as 

the “Somerset Constabulary” only in 1856, follow-
ing the amalgamation of a  number of separate 

constabularies in the county? 
 The connection emerged in a very roundabout 

way . Doing some research into the 1901 Census 
Records I discovered that  Police Constable No. 207 
was my Grandfather : Levi Goodman.  And I never 

even knew he had been a policeman!   
Would it be fair to say that asking questions is a of 
police work?  Family History is also about asking 
questions. There’s lots of advice and a number of 
specialist magazines to help anyone thinking of 

delving into family history.  The core advice is: ask 
questions. Get relatives to look out photos, certifi-

cates, letters to reveal their stories – but, essentially, 
keep questioning! I think this is probably easier 

nowadays for those starting out on their researches. 
People are generally eager to talk about their pasts 
and their memories of relatives and, with life-spans 
generally much longer, there are likely to be more 
family members, many very elderly, to speak to. 
There is also often a good supply of photos and 

relevant paper records to jog memory. 
  But if you are of my generation , in your seventies, 

it may be you find it quite difficult building up a 
picture of  the  lives of relatives from your parents’ 
generations, let alone earlier.  This would almost 
certainly be so if the researcher were part of  a 

family which did not speak a lot about other rela-
tives, or where there was little or no contact with 
them. Also, in some families, children were not 

expected or encouraged to ask personal questions, 
or it didn’t occur to them to do so. In such situations 

it would not be surprising if there were a very 
sparse or non-existent oral record. Secondly, if the 

19th and early 20th Century generations all belonged 

to a very low economic tier of society, it is 
highly likely that there would be no family  
records: letters, postcards, original certifi-
cates etc.  Poverty-line living would not 

have left money spare for photos , let alone 
holiday postcards!  This was exactly the situation I 

faced when I set out on my researches. In my family 
we had a few bits and pieces, but nothing like a full 
picture.   I had lost the opportunity to ask the essen-

tial questions by the time I came to start looking 
into the family’s past.  But I was determined to 

discover what I could. 
Where to begin?  I was lucky to live a bus journey 
away from the Family History Centre in Islington,  

London  (now very sadly closed) and there I discov-
ered Census records on micro-fiche along with 

volumes of  Births, Marriages and Deaths records. 
On-line census and BMD records had not arrived on 

the scene then!   
I started with my paternal line and discovered my 
family was part of a seven-generation line going 

back to the 1720’s in Rockingham, Northants.  Most 
of those who made up five of the earliest genera-
tions  lived there or in the small neighbouring vil-
lage of Cottingham. The background was wholly 
agricultural; in the majority of cases, agricultural 
labouring or Rockingham Castle employment for 
the men, and domestic service in the families of 

yeomen farmers or at the Castle for young women, 
prior to marriage. It appears that  my grandfather’s 
generation ( he was the youngest of eight) was the 
one which started to become more mobile. Educa-

tion would have improved but the very limited wage
-earning opportunities (and very low wages, at that) 
in a rural area would have been the main reason for 
young people to leave the countryside, to seek better  

paid work and prospects. Levi,  at the age of 14, 
was still at home and the 1891 Census states that he 
was a telegraph messenger. But then there is a gap 
of eight years that I had so far been unable to fill. 

In the last few years it has become possible to trace 
Census records  on-line (the 1911 Census went on-
line as recently as January 2009).  It was when the 
1901 Census records became available and I was 

able to do research at home that things became very 
exciting for me.  I was checking various members 
of the family and when I got to  my grandfather, I 

learned something that really galvanised me. 
I read that he was boarding with a Mr and Mrs 

Harris in Long Ashton, North Somerset. His occu-
pation?  Police Constable.   I never knew that! And 
he lived until I was about 12!  What had I missed by 

not asking questions then?  I just had to find out 
more about Levi becoming a policeman. I 

wanted to know when he joined. How did he 
come to be in Somerset? How long was he a  

 

 

join, The Second World War was about to 
take place.  He joined the Wiltshire Regiment, 
the same Regiment that at least 3 of his Un-
cles had joined during the First World War.   
He was not the only young man to join up, 
remember Henry Tompkins who served in 
Chard Police Force , his Grandson Kenneth 
Tompkins joined his local Regiment The 
Somerset Light Infantry.  Both these Regi-
ments were part of the 43rd Wessex Division, 
which took part in Operation Overlord, The 
Invasion of Europe. Tragically, both of these 
men were killed within 11 days of each other 
fighting in Normandy  to capture Hill 112. 
(10)  The attrition rate was of a scale similar 
to the First World War.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember Sydney Clay? whose mother Hilda 
died during the ‘flu Pandemic in 1918.   He 
served in the Royal Navy during the Second 
World War, as a Petty Officer on H.M.S. Bel-
mont. He died aged 32 when this ship was 
sunk on 31st January, 1942. (11) 
 
 
Remember Frederick Tompkins, the eldest 
son of James Tompkins, the Police Officer in 
Salisbury, he had a son born in 1914.  By 
1939 he was serving in the RAF as a Sergeant 

Observer.  He never even made it to the 
start of the second World War, On 5th 
May, 1939 whilst involved on ‘War 
Like Preparations’ The entire crew of 
his Aircraft was killed in a flying accident. 
(12)   
So, where did all the Coppers in my family 
go? The answer is simply that they became 
extinct, as a result of the losses made during 
both World Wars.  What is worse is the fact 
that there is nothing particularly unusual about 
the casualties sustained by my family, it is in 
fact the norm, but as older relatives pass on 
and family stories get lost the sacrifices of 
these generations gets forgotten.  
The able bodied men of ‘good character’ who 
could have potentially joined the Police, who 
were usually the first to volunteer, became 
side tracked by events of history. Because of 
this my family connections were lost for two 
generations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTES / REFERENCES. 

1. Photograph James Tompkins Pc S11 Salis-
bury Police.  
2. & 3. 1881 Census from Swindon and Wilt-
shire Record office. 
4. Info from BAWP British Association of 
Woman Police.   
6. Service Record of Henry Tompkins, Som-
erset Archives 
5, 7, 8 & 9.  Information from Maggie Bird. 
10 & 11 Information from Commonwealth 
War graves Commission.  
12 Information from West Grinstead local 
History Society Website. 
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‘off pay’ in 1914 along with virtually every 
other able bodied man to join the swelling 
ranks of new recruits at the outbreak of the 
First World War.  
James Tompkins had 3 other sons, all of them 
joining the local Regiment in Salisbury, The 
Wiltshire Regiment . The eldest brother Frank 
went to France and was badly gassed, so much 
so that he died of the effects very soon after 
the war in 1929 aged 48 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My own grandfather William Tompkins was 
serving in the Territorial Army in 1914, in the 
4th Battalion of the Wiltshire Regiment, at the 
start of hostilities. He was  mobilised and 
initially sent  to India in order to allow experi-
enced soldiers to go to France. He remained in 
the middle east throughout the war fighting 
against the Turks  
In Galipoli or Palestine. 
 
 
Family rumour has it that he was captured, 
although I have not yet been able to confirm 
this, but he did catch TB which put him in an 
early grave in 1934, aged 51 having never 
fully recovered his health. 
 

The youngest son, Edward Charles 
Tompkins, born in 1899, joined the 
Wiltshire Regiment in 1917.  As a 
youth he had been employed by the 
Chief Constable of Salisbury, Mr Richardson 
to work in his garden. After the war he was 
employed locally as a postman.  

 
James also had a daughter called Hilda Kate 
Tompkins, born in 1885. She had a son called 
Sydney Clay born 1910. Hilda was one of the 
20 million people who died in 1918 as a result 
of the Influenza Pandemic. More about Syd-
ney later.  
 
It appears that Alfred, the Police Constable 
from ‘Y’ Division rejoined the Metropolitan 
Police after the Great War, eventually becom-
ing a Sergeant. He had a son called Alfred 
James Ernest Tompkins who was born in St 
Pancreas in 1920.   
So after the carnage of the First World War, it 
appears that only one of my ancestors was 
actually in the Police, What about the next 
Generation ?  There were several potential 
candidates for joining, the above mentioned  
Alfred Tompkins had both Father and Grand 
Father who had served in the Police, but un-
fortunately, by the time he was old enough to 

Page 11        The Police History Society Journal No 24 -2009/10    

 

policeman? So many questions. 
I contacted the Somerset County Archive Service in 
Taunton. I was told that they held some records of 
the Somerset Constabulary (before it became the 
Avon and Somerset Constabulary in 1974).  I was 

delighted to learn that the County Archive offered a 
research service for people who would find it diffi-
cult to visit in person. For a fee  a researcher would 
follow up whatever questions I would like to raise. 
Eventually I received a report from the researcher 

together with a copy of the relevant  two pages from 
the police personnel records. Incidentally, it also 
gave information about his previous employer. 

(Another set of questions!) 
But it was the information in the  personnel record 
that particularly excited me. It shows when Levi 

was appointed as a constable. He was aged 22.   His 
beautifully neat signature showing he had learned 
his penmanship well at his Rockingham school. 
The record goes on to show that he was first sta-

tioned at Dulverton, in the Wiveliscombe Division 
on December 5th, 1899. I have nothing to explain 
the ten weeks between his appointment and  being 
stationed at Dulverton. Would there have been a 

period of training somewhere?  The County Archive 
also hold a copy of  “Rules and Regulations” (1904) 
and interestingly this states (Page 8): all members of 

the Force must consider themselves on probation 
until allocated a district”.  But there is nothing 

about a period of training for new recruits.  
From January 17th, 1901 he is shown as stationed at 
Bower Ashton in the Long Ashton Division. This 
tallies with the 1901 Census record, the original 

starting point of my search into Levi’s police ser-
vice.  On October 26th 1900, exactly a year after his 
original appointment, he had been promoted Con-

stable Second Class.   Very helpful research for me 
by Mike Vince of the Police History Society has 
discovered that, albeit for the Buckinghamshire 

Constabulary, there were three classes of constable 
and that the weekly pay for a Constable Second 

Class was 19 shillings. This was in 1856. Possibly, 
over 40 years later the pay would have improved! 

Were pay rates similar between the different county 
constabularies at that time?  So far I have been 

unable to unearth  information about pay with refer-
ence to the Somerset Constabulary. However, I did 

discover that,  following the 1890  Police Act  
which had set up the Pension Fund, in the Somerset 

Constabulary from 1904 all ranks had 2.5% per 
month deducted from their salaries and this was 

credited to the Pension Fund. 
Levi’s personnel record goes on to show that he had 
one period of  Leave – July 26th to July 29th in 1901, 

and that he spent it in Dulverton.  
More about Dulverton below! 

It then goes on to show : Removal from 
Force and Cause, against which is written  
September 25th 1901 , Resigned V.    That 
“ Resigned V” really intrigued me. I asked 

Somerset Archives if they had anything 
about Somerset Constabulary’s Conditions of Ser-
vice and/or resignations. They do have copies of 

“Rules and Regulations for the Guidance of Somer-
set Constabulary with Instructions for Superinten-
dants” (1887) and for 1904.  There was nothing of  
particular relevance in the 1887 book, but the 1904 

version did have a paragraph, on page 43, on 
“Resignations” :  When a member of the Force 

tenders his resignation, it must be in writing, and 
the cause of his resignation must be stated on the 

face of the document.  I appreciate that these Rules 
and Regulations were published three years after 

Levi resigned, but it is likely that something similar 
might have been expected of officers who were 
resigning at an earlier date. There were no lists 

relating to resignations with Roman numerals but 
the researcher did make the very reasonable sugges-
tion that the “V” in this context was not a numeral 
but an abbreviation for “voluntary”.  Mike Vince 
has suggested that “Resigned V” is unlikely to be 

associated with dismissal from the service, but that, 
so far,  there is no strong information on its mean-

ing.   It had been suggested to me, but again without 
anything to substantiate it, that at that time, young 

constables were expected to remain single for a 
period of their service. I found that of interest be-
cause 20 days after his resignation, Levi married 
Evelyn – who was my grandmother.  Here again, 
“Rules and Regulations” provides something of 
interest: Any constable who marries without first 
obtaining the permission of the Chief Constable 
shall be liable to dismissal. Levi, however, had 

resigned and to do that he would have been required 
to give a month’s notice in writing to the Chief 

Constable. 
In 1899, when Levi was appointed to Dulverton 

Police Station, where he was based for 13 months, 
Evelyn was working for her uncle and aunt, who 

owned the Lamb, the very busy and imposing hotel 
in Dulverton. So I assume Levi met Evelyn during 
that time, but wonder how he came to meet her. I 
doubt it would have been in or around the Lamb! 

“Rules and Regulations” again: Constables, whether 
on or off duty, are forbidden to frequent public or 

beer houses. Also, Constables must not gossip with 
villagers when at points, nor sit down or lounge 
about the roadside.!  When stationed at Bower 

Ashton the Census record tells us Levi lodged in 
Long Ashton (the rent being deducted automatically 
from his pay each month), but I have not been able 

to discover where he stayed in Dulverton. Was there 
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I am always looking for new material and 
very much appreciate your contributions 

to the Journal.  If you are considering con-
tributing an article the following will assist 

me greatly: 

All copy should ideally be typed with dou-
ble spaced lines and no more than 2500 

words. ( Equivalent to 10 written A4 
pages )  If you are using a word processor 
please enclose both the printed copy and 
a CD or Floppy disc so that I can put it on 
my machine rather than have to type it in 

myself. 
If possible enclose as many pictures as 

you can to illustrate your article (You will 
get them back).  Drawings or cartoons are 

acceptable 
Any pictures sent either on disc or by 
Email should ideally be in Jpeg or Tiff 

format. The printers cannot extract pic-
tures from a Word  document 

Please write a brief paragraph about your-
self (and possibly a picture)  to accom-

pany the article 
       Send to:- 

Mr Chris Forester 
The Editor,  

The PHS Journal,  
Pinewell Heights, 

Tilford Road, 
Hindhead, Surrey, GU26 6SQ 

 

a station house there?  Unfortunately, Somerset 
Archives have no records relating to either of the 

two police stations Levi was stationed at, so I have 
so far been unable to learn more about his time at 

either place. 
 They began their married life in Dulverton and four 

of their five children, including my father, were 
born there.  I do not know what my grandfather did 
once he left the police service, but on his marriage 

certificate his occupation is given as “licensed”. Did 
that mean that at some point he held some licensed 
position at the hotel? Did he share the victualler’s 
licence with William Woodbury, Evelyn’s uncle 

and hotel proprietor? Did Levi’s police background, 
although very brief, stand him in good stead so that 
at some point he was granted a “licence”? For what  

is yet another question!  
Sometime after 1907 they left Dulverton and the 

1911 Census record has the family living in 
Heavitree, Exeter, Devon. Apparently Levi had not 
entirely lost his interest in  being employed in a law 
enforcement capacity. This time, however, it was in 
a very specific area. He was a Water Bailiff. Again, 
that was something I knew nothing about!  Because 

of my ignorance about him having been a police-
man, and about him having been a water bailiff, 

there was nothing in my childhood to prompt ques-
tions about either career. What young grandson 

would NOT have wanted to know his granddad was 
a water bailiff!  Let alone a policeman! 

That is what is so fascinating about family history. 
You keep uncovering pieces of information that 
may help answer one question, but invariably it 

leads only to setting up another series of questions. 
For me family history is about learning how our 

relatives’ individual lives fit in with, or reflect what 
was happening in, the general social history of their 

times.  
  I am rather proud of my granddad: a young man 
from an isolated rural Northamptonshire village 

who at some point in the 1890’s sets off  to Somer-
set, then,  by the age of 22, has become  a police-
man in a police force that is not yet 50 years old. I 

count that as an achievement. Life was hard . If your 
early life was lived near to poverty and  you wanted 
to improve things for yourself, you often had to do 
it on your own. Levi must have known there would 
not have been much of a future for him in Rocking-
ham, so it would be best to look for a working life 

elsewhere.   
Not one  photo of granddad from those years, 

though.  I wonder if there are any photographic 
records of Somerset policemen from those days. ( It 
is interesting to know that the Bristol Constabulary 
(a separate force before the creation of the Somerset 
Constabulary in1856) was the earliest police force 

to photograph prisoners. So, maybe the new 
combined force also held photographic 

records of their officers.) 
I will continue to research the early years of 
Somerset Constabulary,  and especially to 

find out  if there are any records of Dulverton and/or 
Long Aston Police Stations.    

I have received a great deal of help from a number 
of sources, but I must give special thanks to Philip 
Hocking of Somerset County Archives, to Mike 

Vince and the Police History Society and to Diana 
Cruickshank of Avon and Somerset Police. With 
their help I have been able to piece together more 
than I ever knew before about Levi Goodman, Po-

lice Constable No.207. 
But if only I had asked some questions! 

 
Norman Goodman        February  2009 

==================================== 
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At first progress was slow, Genealogy used to 
consist of physically visiting libraries and St 
Catherine’s House to undertake the laborious 
task of searching through documents. How-
ever, the advance of the internet along with 
new websites greatly increased the speed of 
research and introduced other researchers who 
could exchange information.  
 
My own Great Grand father, James Tompkins  
was born in 1852 in Dorset,  It  is believed 
that he originally served in the Metropolitan 
Police from 1876 on the C Division based at 
Bow Street. His warrant number is believed to 
have been 60299  (5. )   However, his stay 
would have been short, by 1881 he was serv-
ing in Salisbury City police Force (now Wilt-
shire Police) in which he served from at least 
1881 until 1905. This was when the previ-
ously mentioned portrait photograph had been 
taken. There were also group photographs of 
the entire Police Force taken in 1895 and 
1905.  

 
Above picture taken in 1895.  

James is believed to be third row from 
front on right hand side. 

 
I soon discovered that James Tompkins be-
coming a Police Constable was not an isolated 
event.  He had 10 brothers and Sisters and at 
least two other brothers also served in the 
police.  Henry Tompkins born 1853 served in 
Chard Police Force ( now part of Avon and 
Somerset Constabulary) from 1st April 1889 
until 26th January, 1913. He reached the rank 
of Sergeant and was awarded  
 

. 
a pension of 59 pounds, 16 shillings 
and 4 pence per annum. (6),  
The third Brother, Charles Tompkins, 
born 1858 also served in the Metropolitan 
police. He joined on 30th January, 1882 and 
served 26 years on ‘A’ Division, retiring in 
1908. (7) 

This picture taken 1905 
 
Therefore, at the dawn of the twentieth cen-
tury, it appears that there were at least three  
men serving in various police forces around 
the South of England, most having been 
trained by the Metropolitan Police. 
In seems that the ‘In laws’ were also getting in 
on the Act.  John Tompkins, the father of the 
above mentioned James, Henry and Charles, 
George, was married to Selina Bishop. One of 
her relatives,  Henry Bishop joined the Metro-
politan Police in 1901.  He served on ‘S’ Divi-
sion until 1919 when he was dismissed on 2nd 
August along with 500 other police Officers 
for ‘refusing to Patrol’ during the Police 
Strike. (8)  Genealogy is in many ways similar 
to Police Detection. All lines of enquiry  must 
be followed to ensure that all the facts are 
correct.  I became interested in the next gen-
eration, how many of them saw service in the 
Police?   
It seems that only one of the sons of James 
Tompkins joined the Police, his name was 
Alfred James Tompkins who joined the Met-
ropolitan Police on 17th February 1913, serv-
ing on ‘Y’ Division in Hampstead. (9).  He 
wasn’t to remain for long,  it appears he went 
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