
  

 

WHERE DID ALL THE COPPERS GO ? 
 

John Tomkins 
The author is a serving Police Officer in 
Greater Manchester Police, having previous 
service in the Metropolitan Police. 
 
At first, glance you are probably expecting a 
piece about shortages of police officers walk-
ing the beat and a suggested method to reduce 
paperwork.  However this piece is simply 
research into my family history and the most 
obvious question that arises. 
I joined the Metropolitan Police back in 1983 
and after attestation,  proudly  became what I 
thought was the first ever member of my fam-
ily to join the Police.  My grandmother, who 
was in her eighties, suddenly produced a pho-
tograph and stated that it was of my Great 
Grand Father who had been a Police Officer. 
 
 

The picture was of a fierce looking man (1)  
complete with Moustache wearing a 
‘SALISBURY CITY POLICE’ Custodian 
helmet which appeared to be made out of a 
woven material.  His collar number was 
shown as S11. 
 

 
I kept a copy of the picture as an inspi-
rational bookmark in my copy of ‘The 
Instruction Book’ throughout my Pro-
bation, but didn’t really think much more 
about it until about 1987, when I met an 
American, Jeff Uncapher and his wife, Con-
nie, who both became firm friends.  Like 
many Americans, they were tracing their fam-
ily tree, a hobby which was quite obscure 
back in the eighties. I decided to take up this 
activity. 
 
I soon discovered that my great grandfather 
was indeed a Policeman, His name was James 
Tompkins and in 1881 he lived at 22 College 
Street in Salisbury (2).   

 
 

His wife was Elisa Burden (3) who was also 
on the 1881 Census and  shown as being a 
Policewoman, which surprised me it is my 
understanding that Policewomen were not 
formed until 1914. (4)   Maybe it was re-
corded as a slight error, She was probably 
employed as a ‘Police Matron’ who were 
normally the wives of serving Police Officers, 
responsible for searching  women and chil-
dren and look after their welfare whilst in 
custody. 
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 POLICE TRANSPORT UNITED STATES STYLE 

A Police Bondage Tricycle.  
 

This remarkable conveyance was built in 1898 by the Davis Sewing Machine Co, of Dayton, Ohio. 
The intention was that arrested persons could be swiftly conveyed back to the police station under 

restraint. It was actually called "The Police Patrol Tricycle".  
It can be just discerned in the picture that the unfortunate gentleman in custody is secured to the 

tricycle at wrist and ankle by manacles and leg irons.  
The policeman at the rear has his own set of  

pedals so he can contribute to propulsion.  
I don't think it went into production. 
Thanks to Tony Lisk for the image 

=================================== 
COVER PICTURE 

   PC HARRY STAPLES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here we have a cropped part of the cover picture.   
Can anyone identify the Force badge on Harry Staples cap. 
The Editor would welcome any information on this officer 
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